The properties of oligonucleotide fragments containing the triphosphorylated 5'-termini of nuclear pre-mRNA from Ehrlich ascites carcinoma cells.
Triphosphorylated 5'-end fragments 50-150 nucleotides in length were isolated from nuclear pre-mRNA with the aid of a hydroxyapatite chromatography. They are enriched in U and G (28 and 26%, respectively). About 15% of the fragments isolated from poly(U)+RNA contain poly(U) tracks. Neither poly(A)- nor double-stranded sequences were found. Hybridization experiments in conditions of vast DNA excess demonstrated that the 5'-end fragments contain a low amount of highly repetitive sequences but enriched in sequences hybridizing at C0t 1/2 approximately 100.